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Milton. 


Fair filver bufkin’d nymphs, 

I know this qujl of yours and free intent 
Was all in honour and devotion meant, 

To the great miftrefs of your princely fiirrne. 

An aged man in rural weeds, 

Following:, as feemM, the qujl ol Jome ft ray ewe* Milton * 

One for all 

Myfelf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 
Th 7 unfounded deep, and the void immenfe 
To rearch with wandYing qujl a place foretold 
Should be* Miltons Paradije Lqfl 7 b. iL 

Since firft break of dawn, the fiend, 

Mere ferpent in appearance, forth was come, 

And on his queji 7 where likelicft he might find 
The only two of mankind, Milton. 

’Twould be not ftrange, fiiould we find Paradife at this 
day where Adam jeft it ; and 1 the rather note this, beeaufe 
I fee there are feme fo earned in quefl of it* Woodward. 

There’s not an African, 

That traverfes our vaft Numidian defarts 
In quefl of prey, and lives upon his bow. 

But better prachfes thefe boafted virtues. Addifons Cato. 
XV e fee them active and vigilant in queji of delight. Sped, 

2 . [For inquejl. j An empanel I'd jury. 

W hat’s my offence ? 

Where is the evidence, that doth accule me ? 

What lawful queji have given their verdict up 

Unto the frowning judge. Skakefp. Richard III. 

Searchers, CollcSivelv, 

<kj * 

You have been hotly call’d for, 

When, being not at your lodging to be found. 

The fenate fent above three leveral quefls 

To fearch you out. Shakefp. Othello* 

4, Enquiry; examination. 

O place and greatnefs ! millions of falfe eyes 
Are ftuck upon thee ; volumes of report 
Run with thefe falfe and molt contrarious quefis 
Upon thy doings, Sbahjp. Meajure for Meajure. 

5. Requeft ; defire ; foUcitation. 

Gad not abroad at every quefl and call 
Of an untrained hope or paffion. Herbert. 

To Quest. v* w. [quiier 7 Fr. from the noun.] To go in 
fearch* * 

Qui/stant, n.fl [from queficr 7 Fr.] Seeker ^ cncleavourer 
after* 

See, that you come 

Not to woo honour, but to wed it; when 
The brave ft queji ant fhrinks, find what you feck. 

That fame may cry you loud, Sbakefp* 

QUESTION, n. f [queflion, Fr- quajlh, Latin.] 

1. Interrogatory; any thing enquired, 

Beeaufe he that knoweth leaft is fitteft to aft: qujlims, it is 
more reafon for the entertainment of the time, that ye afk 
me ujlions y than that I alk you. Bacon. 

2. Enquiry ; difqmfition. 

It is to be put to quejlitm 7 whether it be lawful for chriftian 
princes to make an invafive war limply for the propagation of 
the faith. Bacon f Holy War. 

3. A diipute ; a fubject of debate. 

There afofe a quejlion between Lome of John’s difciples and 
the Jews about purifying. jo. Hi. 25, 

4. Affair to be examined* 

In points of honour to be try’d, 

Suppofe the quejlion not your own. Sun ft, 

5. Doubt; controverfy ; difpute. 

This is not my writing. 

Though I conftfs much like the character : 

But out of quefl ion Yis Maria's hand, Shakefp. 

? Tis time for him to fhew himlelf, when his very being is 
called in quejitm , and to come and judge the world, when 
men begin to doubt whether he made it, TCdhifon * 

The doubt of their being native impreflions on the mind, 
is flronger again ft thefe moral principles than the other ; not 
that it brings their truth at all in quejlion. Locke. 

Our own earth would be barren and defolate, without the 
benign influence of the folar rays, which without quejltm is 
true of all the other planets* Bentley. 

6. Judicial trial. 

But whofoever be found guilty, the communion book hath 
furdy defbrved leaft to be called til quejhon for this fault. 

Hooker 7 b. v. f 31 . 

7. Examination by torture. 

Such a prelum ption is only fufficient to put the per fan to 
the rack or qujlion 7 according to the civil law, and not bring 
him to condemnation. Aylijfts Par ergon. 

8. State of being the fubjecl of prefent enquiry. 

If we being defendants do anfwer, that the ceremonies in 
quejlion are godly, comely, decent, profitable for the church, 
their reply is childUh and unordcrly to fay, that we demand 
the thing in quejlion , and lhew the poverty of our caufe, the 
goodnefs whereof we are fain to beg that our adverfaries 
would grant. Hookety b. iv* /* 4, 


If he had fail), it would purchafe fix IMlhigs and three¬ 
pence weighty money, he had proved the matter in queJiUn. 

Locke. 

Nor are thefe aflertions that dropped from their pens bv 
chance, but delivered by them in places where they profefs u, 
ftate the points in quejlion. ^ AtScrLiny’s Preface. 

q. Endeavour ; learch. Not in tile. 

As it more concerns the Turk than Rhodes, 

So may he with more facile qucji’tm bear it; 

For that it ftands not in Inch warlike brace. 

But altogether lacks the abilities 

That Rhodes is drefs’d in. Sbakefp: 

To Que' stion* v - n. [from the noun.] 
x* To enquire. 

Suddenly out of this delightful dream 
The man awoke, and would have quejlion d more ; 

But he would not endure the woful theme. Stmifer. 

He that queflioneth much fhall learn much, and content 
much ; but efpecially if he apply his queftions to the fki!l of 
the per fans whom he afketh. Bacon's Ejjays. 

2 . To debate by interrogatories* 

I pray you think you quejlion with a Jew ; 

You may as well ufe queftion with the wolf, 

Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the lamb* Shakjg. 
To Question* v. a . [qujimumy Fr.j 
i , To examine one by qudlions* 

&hijUon your royal thoughts, make the cafe yours; 

Be now the father, and propofe a fan ; 

Hear your own dignity fo much prophaffd ; 

And then imagine me taking your part. 

And in your pow’r fo filendng your fan. Sbakefp. 

But hark you, Kate, 

I muft not have you lienceforth quejlion me. 

Whither I go* tihakejp. Henry IV, p. i* 

' ffhis conlh ucfion is not fo undubitably to be received, as 
not at all to be qujltoned. Brcw?fs Bulger Brrsurs * 

2* j 'o doubt ; to be uncertain of, 

O impotent eftate of human life ! 

Where fleeting ]oy does lafting doubt Infpire, 

And mod vve quejlion what we moft defire. 

3* To have no confidence in ; to mention as not to be truiffJ. 
Be n defign never fa artificiaJly laid, if it chances to be de¬ 
feated by fame crols accident, the man h then rim down, his 
counfels derided, his prudence qujimicd 7 and his perlun 
ddp i fed * South's Set mot s. 

Questionable* ad], [from quejlion .] 

1. Doubtful ; difputahle. 

Your accuftomcd clemency will take in good woith, the 
offer of thefe my fimplc labours, beftowed for the neceflaxy 
iuiiification of laws heretofore made quejiimablc 7 beeaufe not 
perfedly underflood* Hooker's Dedication. 

That peiions drowned float, the ninth day when their gall 
breaketh, is a qucfimiahlc determination, both in the time 
and caufe* Brown s Vulgar Err owe. 

It is quejlionabk) whether the ufa of ftecl fprings was 
known in thofe ancient times. Wilkins's Math. Alagick. 

It is qujhombliy whether Galen ever law the diflcctioii 
of a human body. Bakers Itcflcrfifflis on Learning. 

2. Sufpicious ; liable to fufpicion ; liable 10 queftion- 

Be thy advent wicked or charitable. 

Thou com T ft in fuch a qmJUmahle fhape, 

That I will fpeak to thee. Shakefp, Hamlet, 

Question a r v. ad], [from quejhonf\ Enquiring; afking 
queftions* 

I grow laconick even beyond laconicifm ; for fometimes I 
return only yes or no to qujl tonary epiltlcs ot haft a yard 
long. Bope tv Swift* 

QueVfionableness* n.f [from qiijlionf] 'Fhe quality or 
being queftionable- 

Qj f f/s t i n E R * n. f [from quejlion. ] An enquirer. 
Questionless* adv. [from quejlionf\ Certainly; without 

doubt. ; 

^ujlicnljs hence it comes that many were miftaken* Ro** 
jffuejlicnlejs duty moves not fo much upon command as 
promife ; now that which propoles the g re ate ft and n?oft Jmt- 
able rewards to obedience, and the greateft punifhments to 

dilbbcdience, doubtlefs Is the inbft likely to mfaice the one 

South. 


c 

Que’stman. \n.J. Man, and monger.] Starter ot 


and prevent the other 

Que^stMONGER* } lawiuits or profecutions* 

Their principal working was upon penal laws, wherein 

they (pared none, great nor final!, but raked overall new and 

old ftatutes, having ever a rabble ot promoters, qujlmwgers $ 

and leading jurors at their command* Bacon. 

Que" strist- [from queji. j Seeker ; pur fixer* 

Six and thirty of his knights, 

Hot qtijfrijls after him, met him at the gate. 

Are gone with him tow Yd Dover. Sbatefp. KifigL£$ r * 

Que^tuary. ml], [from qv.erjhn^ I .at.] Studious of profn. 

Although Sapidaries and quefluary enquirers affirm it, 

the writers of minerals conceive the ftone of this name to 

JiffWi 1. 

Qu 


a mineral concretion, not to be found in animals* 
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Qtnn. n. f. A farcafm ; a bitter taunt. Amf. The fame ptr- 

haps with quip. . 

To Qui'bble. V. >1. [from the noun.] To pun; to play on 

the found of words. , ‘ . 

The firft fervice was neats tongues iliced, which the pM- 

lofophers took occafion to difeourfe and quibble upon m a 
(rravc formal way. , L'Eftrange. 

QUl'BBLE. n.f. '[from quidBet, Latin.] A low conceit de¬ 
pending on the found of words; a pun. 

This may be of great ufe to immortalize puns and quibbles , 
and to let pofterity fee their forefathers were blockheads. Acid. 
Quirks or quibbles have no place in the fearch alter truth. 

1 JVattU 

Qyi'jSBI.ER. n.f \from quibble.} A punftcr- 
QUICK. tidj. [epic, Saxon.] 

1. Living; not dead. . .. , 

Thev fwaflowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled 

againft us. Pfatm exxw. 3. 

If there be quick raw fleflt in the nfings, it is an old le- 
prefiy Lc'Zt. xiIl. io* 

The quid and the dead. Common Prayer, 

As the fun makes ; here noon, there day, there night 
Melts wax, dries day, makes flfowYs, fame quick 7 fame 
dead. Davies. 

Thence fhall come, 

When this world’s diAblution fhall be ripe, 

With dory and powY to judge both quick and dead* Milt . 

2. Swift; nimble ; done with celerity. 

Prayers whercunto devout minds have added a pfercing 
kind of brevity, thereby the better to exprefs that quick and 
fpeedy expedition, wherewith ardent affedtions, the very 
wings of prayer, are delighted to prefent our (bits in heaven* 

Hooker 7 b . v* f 33* 

3* Speedy; free from delay* 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated* Milton 1 1 Paradife Ljl 7 b. ix* 

4, A drive; fpritely; ready. 

A man of great fagaclty in bu fine is, and he preferved ib 
great a vigour of mind even to his death, when near eighty, 
that fame, who had known him in his younger years, did 
believe him to have much quicker parts in his age than 
before. Clarendon. 

A man mu ft have pafted his noviciate in finning, before 
he comes to this, be he never fo quick a proficient* South. 

The animal, which is firft produced of an egg, is a blind 
and dull worm; but that which hath its refurredii on thence, 
is a quick eyed, volatile and fprightly fly* Grew s Coj'moL 
Quick, adv. Nimbly ; fpeedily ; readily. 

Ready in gybes, quick anfwer’d, faucy, and 
As quarrellous as the weazeL Sbakefp. Gymbeline. 

This fhall your underftanding dear 
Thofe things from me that you fhall hear. 

Conceiving much the quicker. Drayton's Nymphid. 

They gave thofe complex ideas, that the things they were 
continually to give and receive mformation about, might be 
the caller and quicker underlirood. Locke.. 

Tim is done with little notice, if we confider how very 
quick the actions of the mind are performed, requiring not 
time, but many of them crowded into an inftant. Locke. 
Quick, n.f 
x. A live animal. 

Peeping clofe into the thick, 

Alight fee the moving of fame quief 
IV hofe fliape appeared not; 

But were it fairy, fiend or fnake. 

My courage earned it to wake, 

And manful thereat fhot* Spenfer. 

2. 7 hjfe living flefh ; fenfible parts* 

If Stanley held, that a foil of king Edward had ftili the 
better right, it was to teach all England to lav as much ; and 
therefore that Jpeech touched the quick. Bwn, 

Seiz’d with fudden fmart, 

Stung to the quick 7 he felt it at his heart* Dfyden. 

\ he thoughts of this di(graceful compofition fo touches me 
to the quick, that I cannot deep. Arbulhmt's Hi ft of j. Bull . 

Scarifying gangrenes, by feveral incifions down to the 
quad, is almoJf univerfai, and with reafon, fince it not only 
ilifchargcs a pernicious ichor, but makes way for topical an- 

, F -cation,. Sharp's Surgery. 

3. Living plants. * J 

For inoiofmg of land, the moft tifual way is with a ditch 

0 A bank fet wich r/J Mortimer's Hufbanebs. 

Qt’ 1 tKHEAM, or quick entree, n, f 

Igiicibcam or wild forb, by fome called the Irifh afti, is a 
ipecies cl wild alh, preceded by bloflbms of an agreeable 

To oni-rmna r „ Mortimer's Hufbaniry, 

J ,.>- L ^^^'^ T - v - a - [c;iccan, Saxon. 1 
i. I o make alive. 

Ail they that go down into the duft, fhall kneel before him ■ 
ami no man hath quickened Ins own foul. Pf a ( m xx i;. 

v y iN nev «r fo'get thy commandments ; for with t!» m 
thuu haft quickened me* 


Davies > 


This my mean talk would be 
As heavy to me, as ’tis odious ; hut ( , 

The miftrefs which I ferve, quickens what s dead, „ 

And makes my labours pleafiires, gsak.jp. Tcm.pt/!. 

To quicken with kiffing; had-my lips that power. 

Thus would I wear them out. Sbakefp. Ant. and Cusp- 

Fair foul, fince to the faireft body join’d 
’i on srite luch lively life, fuch quick'sting pow'r, 

And Influence of' fuch celeftial kind. 

As keeps it ft ill in youth’s immortal flower. 

He throws 

Ills influence round, tmd kindles as he goes ; 

Hence flocks and herds, and men, and beafts and fowls 
With breath are quicken d 7 and attract their fouls* Drydcn, 

2. To h alien ; to accelerate* 

You may fboncr by imagination quicken or ilac«c a hio- 
tion, than raife or ceafe it; as it is eafier to make a dog go 
flower, than to make him ftandftill. Bacon s Nat , Hifl. 

Others were appointed to confider of penal laws and pro¬ 
clamations In force, and to quicken the execution oi the moft 
principal* Haywai cL 

Though any commodity fliotild fhift hands never lb fall, 
yet, if they did not ceafe to be any longer traffick, this would 
not at all make or quicken their vent* Locke . 

3* To fharpen ; to adtuate ; to excite. 

Though my fenfes were aftonifhed, my mind forced them 
to quicken the ml elves ; beeaufe I had learnt of him, how litdo 
favour he is wont to fhew in any matter of advantage, Sidney. 

It was like a fruitful garden without an hedge, that quickens 
the appetite to enjoy fo tempting a prize. South. 

They endeavour by brandy to quicken their tafte already 
extinguifhed. Dailety N u 57* 

This review he makes ufe of, as an argument of great 
force to quicken them in the improvement of thofe 1 advantages 
to which the mercy of God had called them by the gofpeh 

Rogers'/ ScnnonSh 

The defire of fame hath been no inconfiderable motive to 
quicken you in the purfuit o; thofe actions, which will beft 
deferve it. Swift. 

To Quicken, v* n* 

1. l'o become alive : as, a woman quickens with child\ 

Thefe hairs, which thou doft ravlfh from my chin* 

Will quicken and accule thee ; Fin your hoil; 

With robbers hands, my hofpitabie favour 
You fiiould not ruffle thus* Sbakefp* King Lear. 

They rub out of it a red duft, that converteth after a while 
into worms, which they kill with wine when they begin to 
quicken. Sandyds journey. 

The heart is the firft part that quickens** and the laft that 

dies* JGiy on the Creation* 

2. To move with adrivity. 

Sees by degrees a purer blufii arife. 

And keener lightnings quicken in her eyes: Pope, 

1 ckeker, n, j. [from quicken .J 

1 * One who makes alive* 

2, That which accelerates; that which actuates* ~ 

Love and enmity, averfation and fear are notable whetters 
and quickencrs of the fpirit of life in all animals. More, 

Quicklime, n, j , [calx viva 7 Lat. quick and lime.] Lime 
unqueached* 

After burning the ftone, when lime Is in its perfeftand un- 
altered flate. It is railed quicklime j Hilts Materia Medica, 

Qmi'ckly. adv. [from quick,] Nimbly; fpeedily; actively, 

I'hou com’ft to ufa thy tongue : thy ftory quickly. S/iak. 
Plcalure dwells no longer upon the appetite than the ne- 
edfities of nature, which are quickly and eafily provided for; 
and then all that follows is an oppreflion. South* 

Q11 i'ckness. n. f [from quick.\ 

1. Speed ; velocity ; celerity. 

What any invention hath in the ftrei^th of its motion, is 
abated in the flownels of it; and what it hath in the extra¬ 
ordinary qutc/tnefs of its motion, muft be allowed for in the 
great ftrength that is required unto it. 

Joy, hke a ray of the fun, refleas with a greater ardour 

cJ“tE whcn lt rebounds upon a man from the brcait 
or his f 1 icnd*. c rt f 1th 7 - c* 

« a ci" * 1 -/r r* Soutn s oermons* 

2 . Acuity; bnflcnds. 

1 he beft choice is oi an old phyfidan and a young lawyer = 
beeaufe, wliere errors are fatal, ability of judgment and mo- 

ei at ion are iec l U]I ' e d i but where advantages may be wrought 

upon, diligence and qnicknfs of wit. ’ Wotton. 

the ffdffMf °V hC ima § ination « fecn in the invention! 
^ dity in the fancy, and tlie accuracy in the expreffion. 

3 - Keen fcnfibiliiy. D ^ di71 ' 

anbrx i iarmuftjlfffi|[ renfatbn bc 2il inconvenience to an 

4 - Sharpnefs; pungency. 

thou S h SPAer’d ere their prime, 
htill fhew d a quukncjs ; and maturing time P 

u. meilows what we write to the dull fweets ofrhime. 

21 A ■ Drydcn, 

Gimlet 




Locke, 


T 












































































